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Preface 

Throughout history, the world has never witnessed an ideal character 
like that of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Tins fact is maintained in the 
Glorious Qur'an, when Allah. Most High. says. 

* Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah an excellent exttmpler for 
him who hopes m Allah utul the Final Day. and who remembers Allah 
much, • 

(Al-Ahzab: 21) 

Therefore, it is the duly of every Muslim to study and reflect on the 
Strah of the Prophet (pbuhl. so as to gain success in this world und 
prosperity in the world to come. In this context. Az-Zuhun said. “In 
studying the battles of the Prophet (pbuh). lies the knowledge of this world 
as well as that of the Hereafter.*’ 

Thus, it gives us great pleasure to present this valuable book to our 
beloved readers At the same time, wc feci indebted to the abridger’s family 
for giving us the chance to present this priceless work to our 
English-speaking readers. Also, wc ask Allah to ubundantly reward both the 
author, ibn Hish&m, and the ubridger. 'Abdus-Salam M. Harun. and bestow 
His mercy upon their souls. 

Finally, all praise and thanks are due to Allah, without Whose help and 
guidance nothing can be accomplished. 
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Introduction 



History and Biography 

The history of the Pre-lslumic Arabs was known only by means of 
narration. Arabic history- even before the advent of Islam reflected the 
nature of their lifestyle. It showed their pride in their fathers and forefathers, 
heroism, generosity, loyalty, stories of ancestry and alliances. There were 
also narratives about the history of the Kabah. the emergence of the well of 
Zamzum. the news of the tribe of Jurhum and leaders of Quniy.sh. and the 
Ma'rib Dam whose collapse caused people to disperse in ihc land- There 
were also stones of disiners and their citations. Thus, history portrayed their 
socio-political and religious aspects of life 

Islam appeared ai the time when people were accustomed to report all 
these stories and events. With the beginning of the Message, preceded by 
portents of prophethood. the early life anil up-bringing of the Prophet 
tphuh), the Revelation and relevant events and attitudes of the Prophet's 
Companions and enemies, (he Prophets behavior ami relations with 
Muslims, disbelievers, Christians, and Jews, there emerged u prolific and 
broad subject-matter of information and tidings which were also circulated 
through narration. Moreover, the Qur'an, the luuliih . and the words of 
Companions, constituted a rich record of that new life. 

While the Qur’an was being written down, the luuliih remained a trusted 
scries of narration. In general no one hud the courage to think of writing the 
liadirlt as a response to the Prophet's saying, 

"Do not quote me (by writing! for anything except the Qur'an, and 
whoever has quoted me (by writing i for anything other than the Qur'an 
should omit it . * 

The wisdom behind this was obvious: it aimed at avoiding confusion 
between the Revelation and the Prophet's words during ihc time of 
Revelation. Undoubtedly, n wa> a temporary matter lasting until the whole 
Qur'an had been revealed. 
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When Umar ihn Abdel-' Aziz ruled (from 99 to 101 AH), he spent forty 
days performing Istikhamh prayers asking Allah whether he should write 
down hadirh or not. He continued until he felt Allah'** approval He then 
asked Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Ha/m (d. 120 AH), the ruler 
of Madinuh at that time, to write down the hadirh. He wrote down the 
hadiths he had memorized in a book, which was sent to the provinces. 
‘Umar ibn 'Abdel-' Aziz also asked Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihftb 
Az-Zahri. tlie teacher of Malik, to write down hadith . and the latter did so in 
book form. 

Afterwards. Muslims continued to wntc down whatever they knew of 
the Prophet’s hndilhs without keeping to a particular form of sectioning or 
classification. For instance, while some set aside chapters on law, others 
began to classify luidith into chapters on the Prophet's birth until the 
Revelation, chapters on his stale in Makkali, his proclamation to the 
Quraysh. who then persecuted him and his followers as well as information 
on wars and matters of Jihad. 

Historians began to write general history books including the life of the 
Prophet tpbuh). thus satisfying their religious inclination to perceive him as 
an ideal model and guidance for Muslims. 

Biographers 

The first Prophetic biographers were: ‘Urwah ihn az-Zubuyi ibn 
A!-' Awwam (d. 92 AH l Ab;in ibn Uthman (tl. 105 AH). Wahb ibn 
Munahbah <d. 110 AH). ShaifcabSI ibn Sad (d 123 AH). Ibn Shihab 
az-Zuhrf (d. 124 AH), and 'Abdull&h ibn Abi Bakr ibn Hazm id. 135 AH). 

All their books perished with the exception of some parts which were 
scattered throughout mam references on history like Ai-l'abaris book of 
history. Only a piece of Wahb ibn Munabbah’s book is currently stored in 
Hcidclburg in Germany. 

Alter this came another generation of biographers, the most renowned of 
which were Musa ibn 'llqbah (tl. 141 AH). Mu'ammar ibn Rashid (d. 150 
AH), and Muhammad Ihn Ishaq (d. 152 AH). This generaiion was followed 
by Ziyacl ill- Buka! (d 183 All). Al-Waqidi the author of AI-Magh&zi id. 
207 AH). Tbn Hisham (d. 218 AH), and Muhammad ibn Sa d the author of 
Al luhaqat (d. 230 AH). 
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